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TO THE
DRAFT TIER |
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT AND PRELIMINARY
SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION

Public Hearing

Please Sign In

@ Hablamos Espanol

Por favor vea a los miemibros del equipo de estudio si

necesita ayuda de interpretacion en Espanol.

Please see a study tfeam member if you need Spanish
INnferpretation assistance.




On April 26, 2019, ADOT and FHWA issued
an Errata (a supplemental document) to
the Draft Tier 1 EIS.

The Errata includes:

= A revised Chapter 4 with analysis not
oreviously Included In the Dratt Tier 1 EIS
released on April 5, 2019

= Appendix HI — attachments o public
comments

To dllow addifional time for public review
and comment on the Erratg, the comment
perod was extended to July 8, 2019.




to the Draft Tier 1 EIS

Public Hearing

At the public hearing, you can review and
orovide Input on the Draft Tier 1 Environmentadl
Impact Statement and Preliminary Section
4(f) Evaluation (Draft Tier 1 EIS) and the

Recommended Corridor Alternative.

m Meeting Format:

= Area 1: View a project overview video

= Area 2: View project information
and speak with study team staff

= Area 3: Provide three-minute verbdl
comments (speakers must check-in
at the Speaker Registration table)

qj,) Provide your comments at today's hearing:
= Online at the computer stations
= Via a written comment form
= Through 3-minute public comment
= Verpally To a court reporter
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AV How to Comment

IMPACT STATEMENT

All comment methods are considered equal.
The Draft Tier 1 EIS public comment period will close
on July 8, 2019. All comments and a formal response

fo comments will be included In the
FiInal Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement and
Preliminary Section 4(f) Evaluation (Final Tier 1 EIS).

Throughout the public review and comment period,
anyone can submit comments through the
following methods:

Email | \@’ | 1-11ADOTStudy@hdrinc.com
Voicemai @ 1.844.544.8049 (bilingie)

Online E I11study.com/Arizona

Letters and (L) 1-11 Tier 1 EIS Study Team
comment forms c/o ADOT Communications

1655 W. Jackson St., Mail Drop 126F
Phoenix, AZ 85007
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1)} Overview of the

= Public Hearing

The public hearing is organized into three main areas, with all
activities running continuously throughout the duration of the
public hearing and described in more detail below.

Area 1: Overview Video a

= YOU are encouraged to start here.

= Watch the video to learn about the study and the Draft Tier 1 EIS
process and results. This video Is played contfinuously throughout
fhe public hearing.

Area 2: Open House %

= View displays summarizing important elements of the Draft Tier 1 EIS.

= View maps showing the Recommended Corridor Alternative.
= Speak with a study team representative.

= Submit a verbal comment to a court reporter.

= Complete a comment form.

= Submit a comment online.

= View a copy of the Draft Tier 1 EIS.

Area 3: Public Statements

= Provide verbal comments for up to 3 minutes (speakers must
register at the sign-in table) 1o a panel of study feam members
(documented by a court reporter).

= Listen to public comments.
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1L General Ground Rules

Mutual respect, courtesy, and patience
are the hearing's guiding principles.

So that everyone feels welcome, comfortable, and has the
opportunity to speak, we ask that you follow the ground rules
listed below.

Meeting Venue

» |ndependently printed materials, signs, or banners are noft
allowed In the meeting venue.

U Video Area

» Please remain quiet and silence cell phones.
s Please leave the area for side discussions.

¥%@ Open House Area

» Please refrain from interrupting conversations beftween
sfudy feam memlbers and meeting aftfendees.

Public Statement Area

= Please remain guiet and silence cell phones while in the
audience.

» Please do nof Inferrupt a speaker.
s Please leave the area for side discussions.

= Keep comments to within the dllotted 3 minutes to provide
equal opportunity and fime for all to speak and be heard.
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11)] Guidelines for Giving

= Public Statements

General guidelines for speaker registration and participation are
listed below. The moderator has the authority to deviate from these
procedures, if needed.

Register — All speakers are required to check-in at the Speaker
Registration table.

Order of speakers - Speakers will be called forward based on the
order in which they sign up.

Format - The public statement area Is to recelve 3-minute verbdl
comments; study discussions or questions and answers are
accommodated in the open house area of the meefing.

Time limit for public statements - In order to allow as many to be
heard as possible and provide equal opportunity, each speaker will
be allofted a maximum of 3 minutes.

Submit written comments - An individual or group representative

who speaks may also submit more detailed written comments for the
hearing record. All comments — regardless of how submitted — will have
equal weight.

Cannot yield time - To allow equal opportunity for all and to
accommodate the number of people who may wish to speak,
vielding fime to another person will not e allowed.

No demonstrations — Demonstrations are not allowed In the
poublic hearing.

Hearing schedule - All speakers registered to speak by the
scheduled close of this hearing will have the opportunity to speak.
Registration will not be allowed past the closing fime of this hearing.
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Interstate 11 (I-11)

IMPACT STATEMENT

= ‘

Nevada

Arizona

INTERSTATE Y

® Wickenburg

® Nogales

MeXxico

The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and
Arizona Department of
Transportation (ADOT) are
conducting the environmental
review process for |-11 through
central and southern Arizona.

A Draft Tier 1 Environmental
Impact Statement and
Preliminary Section 4(f) Evaluation
(Draft Tier 1 EIS) was prepared in
accordance with the Nationadl
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and other regulations.

Study Area

The Study Area is 280 miles
long between Nogales and
Wickenburg, and traverses five
counties—Santa Cruz, Pima, Pinal,
Maricopa and Yavapai.

it a Build Alternative is selected,
future Tier 2 studies would identity
the specific location of [-11 within
the corridor.

If constructed, the future [-11
would generally be 400 feet
wide, which includes travel
lanes, shoulders, median and
other possible features like
fronfage roads.
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Study Process

The publication of the Draft Tier 1 EIS Is the culmination of:

= Extensive public outreach

= Technical analysis

= Consultation with federal, state and local governments, tribal
governments, planning organizations and utility companies

Tier 1 EIS Evaluates wide corridors in multiple
locations, at a program level, within
which a new transportation facility could

be located.

Ovutcome: Select a single corridor within
which an alignment would be identified

during Tier 2 studies.

Tier 2 EIS

Alignment and width
are refined to
minimize Impacts.

Evaluates design concepts for specific
alignments within the corridor, such as

400 feet for a typical freeway alignment.

Ovutcome: Select an alignment and
enable permitting for that alignment.
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Population and Employment
Growth

High-growth areas need

access to a high-capacity,
access-controlled transportation
network.

Traffic Growth and
Travel Time Reliability

Increased fraffic growth reduces
fravel time reliabllity due 1o
unpredictable freeway condifions
that iImpede travel flows, hindering
the abllity to efficiently move people
and goods around and between
metropolitan areas.

System Linkages
and Regional Mobility

The lack of a north—south interstate freeway link in the
Intermountain West constrains trade,

reduces access for economic development

and inhibits efficient mobllity.
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Purpose and Need for [-11

Access to Economic

Activity Centers

Efficient freeway access

and connectivity to major

economic activity centers
are required to operate
IN a competitive

economic market.

Homeland Security

and National

Defense

Alternate inferstate freeway

routes help alleviate congestion

and prevent bottlenecks during emergency situations. These
routes may be parallel, or generally serve the same major

origin and destination points, with local or regional roads
connecting the freeway routes In various places.
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m) Developing the

ENVIRONMENTAL

~ Corridor Alternatives

The range of corridor options to meet the
ourpose and need for I-11 Is based on:

= Prior studies
= Agency and public input

Wickenburg

= Tribal coordination
o » Technical analysis

Phoenix

W Goodyear k__
Buckeye

~

Maricopa ﬁ
Gila Bend
— Casa
/V' , Grande
85 6 ~— Eloy
110

| E Q E N D Marana
Avra Valley
Recommended
== fOr Advancement
to Tier 1 EIS Tucson
‘‘‘‘‘‘ South Tucson
Study Area
‘EL\
Sahuarita
119/
AAAAAAA Nogales
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MPACT STATEMENT

No Bulld Alternative

The No Build Alternative Is used as a baseline,
or a benchmark, to compare against the

93 Bulld Corridor Alternatives. It is used 1o
understand the condifion of the Study Ared

60 eKenbarg in the future with no proposed I-11 freeway,
and to understand how a Build Corridor
0. Alternative could influence the Study Areo
— . — for better or worse.
\B/"E" e Based on the findings of the
y Draft Tier 1 EIS, the No Build
Alternative is not the
AN recommended solution.
e N,
E O Eloy
\ﬁ
LEGEND Avra Valley varana
Study Area

Tucson

36 South Tucson
|

W\

The No Build Alternative represents |
the existing transportation ©
system, along with committed /

Improvement projects that are
orogrammed for funding. \

Sahuarita

AAAAAAA Nogales
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21 Bulld Corridor Alternatives

IMPACT STATEMENT

The Build Corridor Alternatives represent the range of viewpoints voiced
during the study to date, from developing a new corridor through
Arizona to capitalizing on existing corridors as much as possible.

& PURPLE, GREEN & ORANGE :
ALTERNATIVES Purple Alternative
60 Wickenburg = Mix of EXISTING and NEW
PURPLE & GREEN : :
ALTERNATIVES 2C7o]rr|d$r C‘)p’nons

- miles long

| ‘ 60 = /58 new lane miles*
— ! At Green Alternative
v / = Phoenix = Primarily NEW Corridor
‘ B ‘E’ poodyear Options
uckeye
PURPLE & GREEN :
ALTERNATIVES " 268 miles long
= 930 new lane miles*®
Maricopa Y. Orange Alternative
Gila Bend Caca = Mostly EXISTING interstate
9 N Grande PURPLE & ORANGE and highway corridors

85 O Eloy ALIERNATIVES = 280 miles long

/ = 415 new lane miles*
w *Lane miles = length in miles multiplied by
the numlber of lanes
| E Q E N D Marana

Avra Valley

| | ' Corridor

Alternatives Tucson
Study Area PURPLES& GREEN / B KB South Tucson
ALTERNATIVES ‘
‘ﬂ_\_
Sahuarita

e PURPLE & GREEN

PURPLE, GREEN & ORANGE
ALTERNATIVES

AAAAAAA Nogales
For readabillity purposes, corridor alternatives are not shown to scale.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT

Section 4(f)

Section 4(f) of the Transportation
Act of 1966 states that a federally-
funded project may not be
approved when It Impacts
oublicly-owned parks, recreation
areas, wildlife and waterfow!
refuges, or historic sites
unless there Is no feasible
and prudent avoildance
alternafive and the action
iINncludes all possible
planning to minimize harm. |
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To ensure compliance with Section 4(f), FHWA and ADOT:

= |denfified protected properties = |denfified potential minimization and
within/near corridors mitigation sfrategies

= Consulted with the owners with = Considered the Section 4(f) potential
jurisdiction of the protected properties. Impacts and minimization/mitigation

stfrategies in developing the

Recommended Alternative

= Assessed potential impacts
= Examined ways to avoid Impacts

During Tier 2 studies, ADOT will:

= Continue coordination and consultation with property owners and/or officials with
jurisdiction

= Conduct a detailed, Final Section 4(f) Evaluation

= |dentity property-specific mitigation

The opportunity for public review and comment concerning the potential effects of
the project on Section 4(f) properties Is satistied in conjunction with this public hearing
and the Draft Tier 1 EIS public comment period per 23 CFR 774.
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A1 Biological Resources

IMPACT STATEMENT

FHWA and ADOT evaluated the extent to which the construction and
operation of I-11 would affect biological resources. Federal, state
and local regulations relevant to biological resources were reviewed
and baseline data was collected on:

= Plant and animal
biotic communities

= Protected species
= Crnfical habitat

s Wildlife movements

The results of the
biological resources

analysis were

considered when The endangered Pima pineapple cactus is located within the
identifying the southern portion of the Study Area.

(Photo: Johnida Dockens, ACS)
Recommended
Corridor Alternative.

Mitigation strategies to avoid or minimize potential impacts to
biological resources are included in the Recommended Corridor
Alternafive.

The analysis was conducted in coordination with cooperating
agencies, iIncluding Arizona Game and Fish Department, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, National Park Service,
Environmental Protection Agency and others.
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W Tro nsportation Efficiency

Expected 2040 travel times
between cities during afternoon
peak commute periods

350

292 30

250

314
Buckeyeto 260 263

Wickenburg
Casa Grandeto
Buckeye . . 88
71 72

Nogalesto
Casa Grande

tes

INU

150

M

100

50

0

No Build Purple Green Orange
Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative

The Recommended Corridor Alternative
would reduce travel time between Nogales

and Wickenburg by almost 60 minutes over
the No Build Alternative in 2040.
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1) Recommended

ENVIRONMENTAL

a4 Corrdor Alternative

The Recommended Corridor Alternative:

» Reduces the potential for adverse impacts to sensitive

: Alternative in 2040. The fravel fime savings supports
e \ efficient commercial/trade traffic through the

B environmental resources.
| . = Best serves areas of concentrated growth, including
@ Wickenburg Casa Grande, Goodyear, Buckeye and Wickenburg.
»  Would reduce travel time between Nogales and
' Wickenburg by almost 60 minutes over the No Build
.\ 9 @
R

o—_| N S rmeenix | INtermountain West, a key purpose of I-11.
" Bu:gyeGOOdyear j— = Serves existing and emerging economic
activity centers within the Study Areq,
providing critical connections between
employment hulbs and the broader
varicopa "ﬁ\“\‘ population.
/%a_Be"&\ ' =  Would provide a continuous
g S A north-south ’rronspor’ra’rlpn facility
where one does Not exist —
““““““““““ adding up to 930 new lane miles
. through the Stuady Area.
LEGEND S pravan Marana = Provides alternate
—— Recommended NG freeway routes 1o help
Corridor alleviate congestion
Alternative \ Tucson

\ and prevent
South Tucson .
\ bofflenecks during
! Ngs  €emergency situations.

Study Area

@ See information o
on the other y |
display board Sahuarita
Nogales

For readabllity purposes, corridor alternative is not shown to scale
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AVl Recommended Corridor Alternative

IMPACT STATEMENT

Rationale for Selecting the Recommended Corridor Alternative

0 From Nogales to Sahuarita
* Connects to existing SR 189 using existing Port of Entry

® Co-located with |-19
I I

Q From Sahuarita to Marana (new corridor)
* New corridor west of Tucson

* Includes a connection to I-10 in Marana
L

9 From Marana to Casa Grande (hew corridor)
* New corridor west of |-10

* Connects to |-8 and extends north along Chuichu Road
L

9 From Casa Grande to Buckeye (new corridor)
* Extends west along Barnes Road, then heads northwest toward Goodyear
* Parallel to the Sonoran Desert National Monument boundary
* Follows the proposed SR-303L south extension and proposed SR-30 west

® Crosses SR-85 and then veers north to intersect I-10 near 363rd Avenue
I

9 From Buckeye to Wickenburg (new corridor)
* Extends north from I-10 near 363rd Avenue

® Follows an existing transmission line corridor through the Vulture
Mountains Recreation Area

* Connects to US 93 northwest of Wickenburg
I e

Federal Aid No. 999-M(161)S | ADOT Project No. 999 S WO M518001P

Rationale for Recommendation

* Avoids potential impacts to sensitive environmental resources
* Existing |-19 has the capacity to accommodate the projected future traffic
* Benefits of a new route in this area do not outweigh the impacts (e.g. steep terrain, roadless areas and protected open space)

® Avoids unmitigable impacts to communities as well as historic districts and structures in downtown Tucson

® Includes mitigation strategies to address impacts to wildlife connectivity including 7 wildlife crossings within or near the Tucson Mitigation
Corridor aligned with existing wildlife crossings of the Central Arizona Project (CAP) canal

* Attracts and diverts traffic from existing roadways, connecting metropolitan areas and markets in the western U.S. through a high-capacity
transportation corridor

* Provides alternate regional route to |-10, facilitating efficient mobility for emergency evacuation and defense access

® [ncludes measures to minimize impacts on floodplains
* Consistent with local and county plans
* Provides access to planned growth areas and serves key economic centers in Marana, Eloy and Casa Grande

* Attracts and diverts traffic from existing roadways, connecting metropolitan areas and markets in the western U.S. through a high-capacity
transportation corridor

* Provides alternate regional route to |-10, facilitating efficient mobility for emergency evacuation and defense access

® Includes mitigation strategies to address the impacts of a new Gila River crossing and commits to avoiding Section 4(f) resources
* Consistent with local and county plans
* Provides access to planned growth areas and serves key economic centers in western Pinal and Maricopa counties

* Attracts and diverts traffic from existing roadways, connecting metropolitan areas and markets in the western U.S. through a high-capacity
transportation corridor

* Provides an alternative regional route in an area where there are currently no high-capacity transportation facilities

® [ncludes measures to mitigate impacts to Vulture Mountains Recreation Area
* Consistent with local land-use and transportation plans
* Serves key economic centers in the Hassayampa Valley, western Maricopa County and Yavapai County

* Attracts and diverts traffic from existing roadways, connecting metropolitan areas and markets in the Bl Purple Alternative
western U.S. through a high-capacity transportation corridor B Green Alternative
* Provides an alternate regional route and access to planned growth areas B Orange Alternative
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MPACT STATEMENT

Study Process

Right of Way property acquisition in the Study Process

= |f a Bulld Corridor Alternative Is selected, Tier 2 studies would
idenftity an approximately 400-toot-wide alignment within the
2,000-foot-wide corridor

= |f Tier 2 studies determine that property acquisition Is necessary,
ADOT will notity and work with property owners, following the rules
set forth In the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, and the Civil Rights

ACT of 1964. , :
Tier 1 EIS Tier 2 EIS
= Future Tier 2 Alignment and width
studies are o i toacts.
currently
unfunded and
there Is no
ftimeline for a
potentidl
property
OCCI v ISITIOH Evaluates wide corridors in multiple locations, | Evaluates design concepts for specific
OroCess at a program level, within which a new alignments within the corridor, such as

transportation facility could be located. 400 feet for a typical freeway alignment.

Ovutcome: Select a single corridor within Outcome: Select an alignment and enable
which an alignment would be identified permitting for that alignment.
during Tier 2 studies.

ADOQOIT follows the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 which requires that property owners
(residential and business) recelve tfair market value for their property
and relocation benetfits, and that displaced persons receive fair
and equitable treatment and do noft suffer disproportionate injuries

because of programs designed for overall public benetfit.
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MPACT STATEMENT

What's Nexte

Public Review Period on Draft Tier 1 EIS

= The public review and comment period for the Draft Tier 1 EIS Is
April 5 through July 8, 2019.

= All comments and a formal response o comments will be
Included in the Final Tier 1 EIS.

Public Review Period on Final Tier 1 EIS

= The Final Tier 1 EIS will fake info consideration all of the comments
recelved from the public, agencies, Tribes and stakeholders.

= The Final Tier 1 EIS will identity a Preferred Corridor Alternative,
which can be a No Build or Build Corridor Alternative.

= | the Preferred Corridor Alternative is a Build Corridor Alternative,
It may endorse or modity the Recommended Corridor Alternative.
It would Include recommendations to minimize environmental
IMpPACts.

= The Final Tier 1 EIS will be distributed tor a minimum 30-day public
review period.

Record of Decision

=  Following the public review period for the Final Tier 1 EIS, FHWA
will Issue a Record of Decision that identifies the Selected Corridor
Alternative and describes the basis for the decision.

» The Selected Corridor Alternative can be a No Build or Build
Corridor Alternative.

»  |f FHWA selects a Build Corridor Alternative, the Record of Decision
will Include commitments o minimize environmental Impacts.
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ADOT Environmental Studies
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RELATED ADOT STUDIES AND PROJECTS

A | Interstate 11 Corridor Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement, “%.. 7
Nogales to Wickenburg |i17study.com/Arizona “5,
~ | [B_] State Route 30 Environmental Assessment | azdot.gov/SR30 [~~~ %::::\
C | Loop 303 Environmental Assessment: Interstate 10 to proposed Oro Valley
State Route 30 | azdot.gov/loop303southofvanburen .
- N.F.
D | Loop 303 Study: State Route 30 to Hassayampa Freeway | Saguaro N2
azdot.gov/loop303sr30tohassy L oo iia
IEN Interstate 10 Broadway Curve Environmental Assessment: |~} Saguaro Je
Interstate 17 to Loop 202 (Santan Freeway) | p 56 Hlie iy
azdot.gov/I10BroadwayCurve fagul Tohono”” | EERREEE
: (55) Tribg O'odham Airport i
€ Interstate 10 Environmental Assessment: Nation S )
- Loop 202 (Santan Freeway) to State Route 387 | Website coming / it
G_| NorthSouth Corridor Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement | -
azdot.gov/NorthSouthCorridorStudy
H | Interstate 10 and State Route 210 Environmental Assessment |
azdot.gov/iT0SR210study PN
I_] Sonoran Corridor Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement | i
azdot.gov/SonoranCorridor L A
J_| State Route 189: International Border to Grand Avenue g Ui, I, S
Improvement Project | azdot.gov/SR189 Syl Tar, | Coronado’
Please visit the websites above for more information on the related ADOT ;E\% Amg
studies and projects shown on this map. ¥ico emy

Visite los sitios web anteriores para obtener mas informacion sobre los
estudios y proyectos relacionados con ADOT que se muestran en este mapa.

For more information, call the ADOT Bilingual Project Information Line at 855.712.8530. Para obtener asistencia
en espanol, llame a la linea de informacion de proyectos bilingties de ADOT al 855.712.8530.

19-085

U.S. Department of Transportation
‘ Federal Highway
ADD l (VAdminis’rrc%on azdot. gov




)] I-11 Tier 1 EIS Schedule

and Key Milestones

June 2016 May 2017 April/May 2019
Public Meetings Public Meetings Public Hearings

9 PUBLISH 9 9
Public Comment &0 {:{|pJo]: 8 PublicComment PUBLISH Public Comment PUBLISH Public Review RECORD OF
SCOPING (45 days) ALTERNATIVES B ERL Y DRAFT EIS (45 days min.) FINAL EIS (30 days) DECISION

|dentify set of Document | FHWA/ADOT
stfl%r;/ﬁarrrga; corridor analysis; identify Pl;jeefgtlrfeyd decide on
define purpose alternatives Recommended Cortidor Selected
and need and methodology Corridor Alfernative Corridor
for further study Alternative Alternative

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Federal Aid No. 999-M(161)S | ADOT Project No. 999 SW O M518001P



AREA 3:
PUBLIC
STATEMENTS




AREA 4:
PUBLIC
STATEMENTS




AREA |:
OVERVIEW VIDEO




AREA 2:
OPEN HOUSE

?




SPEAKER
REGISTRATION




ONLINE/WRITTEN
COMMENTS




COURT REPORTER/
VERBAL
COMMENTS

Please IImif fime when
providing comments
o 5 minutes




11)] Guidelines for Giving

&2 Public Statements

Speakers

e Maximum of 3 minutes
eacnh

Listening Panel

e Panelists are not allowed
fO respond

e DIscussions welcome In
Open House Area

Court Reporter

e Please state your name
and speak clearly




